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Syllabus for the Post of Development Officer-Training (Level-7)

9.

Marks: 100

PART-A (Marks: 25) General Knowledge
Multiple choice questions only

Events of national and international importance.
Current affairs- international, national and regional.

General Science and it applications to the day to day life Contemporary
developments in Science & Technology and information Technology.

Social- economic and political history of modern India

Indian polity and governance: constitutional issues, public policy, reforms and
e-governance initiatives

Economic development in India since independence
Physical geography of Indian sub-continent

Disaster management: vulnerability profile, prevention and mitigation
strategies, Application of Remote Sensing and GIS in the assessment of
Disaster.

Sustainable Development and Environmental Protection

10.Logical reasoning, analytical ability and data interpretation.

PART-B (Marks: 75) Subjective Paper
Multiple choice questions only
Part —I: General Agriculture

. History of agriculture-Branches of agriculture-Classification of crops-Area,

production, productivity of various crops in India and World

. Plant propagation techniques-Crop improvement techniques-breeding and

genetics of various crops-Important varieties of major crops

. Pests and diseases of various crops-Tools of Integrated pest Management-

Pesticides-Integrated Disease Management

. Basic principles of crop production-Weed management-Irrigation and irrigation

scheduling-soil and climatic features-soil and water conservation-Erosion types
and management-Integrated nutrient management-Types of fertilizers and
fertilizer calculations

. Farming systems-cropping systems-intercultural operations-machineries and

implements-protected cultivation-harvesting techniques-post harvest handling-
value addition and processing of major horticulture crops-packing-storage

. Marketing-supply chain-marketing channels-agricultural marketing
. Fundamentals of agricultural extension-Communication types and channels-

Various extension tools for individual and mass contacts-Participatory Rural
Appraisal-ICT in Agriculture



Part- lI: Coconut

. Scenario of coconut cultivation-World-India-Coconut production technology-
Production of quality planting material

. Hybridization and crop improvement-varieties-cultivars-Mass multiplication
techniques

. Pests and diseases of coconut and its management

. Layout-planting techniques-fertilizer application-irrigation-yield parameters-
harvest indices

. Coconut processing-value added products-bye product utilization

. Domestic and international demand and supply-MSP and market prices-
Marketing of coconut

. Mobilization of coconut farmers-awareness and extension techniques

. Export scenario of coconut-Health benefits of coconut

. Role and activities of Coconut Development Board and CPCRI

Part- lll : Training

. Transfer of Technology: Diffusion of Innovations and extension methods
,Transfer of technology concept, models, capacity building of extension
personnel

. Extension teaching methods: meaning, classification, individual, group and mass
contact methods, media mix strategies

. Communication: meaning, definition, models elements, characteristics and
barriers to communication

. Agricultural Journalism: Agricultural journalism (Print media) - definition,
principles, importance, ABC of news, types of news.
. Diffusion of Innovations — definition, elements; Innovation — definition

attributes;Adoption —meaning, steps in adoption process, adopter categories,
factors influencing adoption of innovations; process and stages of adoption,
adopter categories.

. Extension efforts in pre-independence era (Sriniketan, Marthandam, Firka
Development scheme, Gurgaon Experiment, etc.) Post— independence era
(Etawah pilot project, Nilokheri Experiment, etc.,) Various extension/ agricultural
development programmes launched by ICAR/Govt. of India(IADP, IAAP,
HYVP,KVK, ORP, ND, NATP,NAIP etc.,)

. New trends in agricultural extension —Privatization of extension, Cyber extension/
E-extension, (Internet, cyber cafes, video and teleconferencing, Interactive
Multimedia Compact disk (IMCD), Agri portals, Information Kiosks, Kisan Call
Centre (KCC), Mobile phone, Village Knowledge Centre (VKC), DEMIC,
Geographical Information System (GIS), market led extension, farmer led
extension, expert systems etc.,



