Government of Kerala - Budget Speech 2015-16 - (13 Mar 2015)

17.Government believes that Neera production can be the best
vehicle for a comprehensive recovery of the coconut sector,
providing significant income to the coconut farmer. |intend
to collaborate and encourage the path breaking efforts of
the Coconut Development Board, Kochi in this area.
Packaged Neera will be served as one of the beverages of
choice in all public functions and government
accommodations to encourage the promotion of Neera
products. | am happy to announce a subsidy for training
Neera Technicians at the rate of Rs.10000 per person. | am
setting apart Rs.10 crore for this purpose. | intend to set
apart an amount of Rs. 10 crore for providing support for
plant and machinery to each Coconut Producer Company to
a maximum extent of 25% of the cost or Rs. 50 lakh
whichever is higher. As has been done by some of our
neighbouring states, | intend to provide equity support to
the Farmer Producer Companies to the tune of 25% of the
amount raised by the farmers themselves. | am setting
apart Rs.10 crore for this. The financial support will be
disbursed through the Kerala Financial Corporation. In all, |
am allocating Rs.30 crore for Neera production this year.
Rs.45 crore has been provided in the Annual Plan to the
Agriculture Department thus raising the allocation for

Coconut sector to an unprecedented Rs. 75 crore.
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0ol M1EHlAUDSN)OM).  TVAMOIMOTD BIGOI MO
CHO ODMalIBH HMUMIBN0 SIS, WEamaTVOR(U]
SHBED  MVa00@WMROW]  ealelailpd 25% G6ad 50
Ll8Ho 0)alGWI aBMOIGEMI H)S)MO @M MOBB)AN
@MW 10 ¢S] O)al AUSHTIEYOMN). allel EPWE3
VOO0 MEBBUY amu»"cmmgemaa@ HBaUBH@ VIO
HHNBOMAD  OGHOOS  25% @DEIDMIVaOIWAOW]
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Horticulture:
« Continuation of process of creation and

strengthening of Farmer Producer Organizations
(FPOs):

« 90% subsidy to be given for procurement centres,
cold storage, farm mechanization implements &
processing units.

« Adoption of PPP-IAD framework of GOI to link
FPOs for forward and backward linkages.

« FPOs to be involved in selection and training of
beneficiaries and to act as oversight mechanism.

« Strengthening of FPOs through selection of
beneficiaries on cluster basis under National
Horticulture Mission.

« Strengthening of custom hiring centres to provide
high cost machinery to farmers on hire basis.

« Excise Act to be amended to permit members of
Coconut Growers Association to harvest “Neera™

within specified limits to augment their incomes.



